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The haiku 

The haiku may be read out before (or after) each movement. 

1 A cuckoo 

A cuckoo cries 

and through the vast bamboo thicket 

the moon’s light 

時鳥 

大竹藪を 

もる月夜 

hototogisu 

ôtakeyabu o 

moru tsukiyo 

2 The old pond 

The old pond, 

a frog jumps in — 

water’s sound 

古池 

蛙飛び込む 

水の音 

furu ike ya 

kawazu tobikomu 

mizu no oto 

3 A wild sea 

A wild sea 

across to Sado stretches 

the Milky Way 

荒海や 

佐渡によこたふ 

天の川 

araumi ya 

sado ni yokotau 

ama no gawa 

 

Notes 

Cuculus optatus (movement 1) 

The Oriental cuckoo or Horsfield’s cuckoo 
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